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Session	  objec,ves	  

1.  Understand	  the	  key	  innova,ons	  of	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  
Standards	  (CCSS),	  especially:	  	  

–  Its	  integrated	  view	  of	  literacy	  across	  courses	  	  

–  The	  importance	  of	  reading	  comprehension	  and	  wri,ng	  arguments	  

–  The	  important	  role	  research	  plays	  in	  the	  CCSS	  for	  ELA/Literacy	  

2.  Learn	  ,ps	  for	  how	  media	  specialists	  can	  support	  the	  transi,on	  by	  
focusing	  on	  reading,	  wri,ng,	  research,	  and	  technology	  

3.  Recognize	  the	  cri,cal	  role	  media	  specialists	  can	  play	  in	  suppor,ng	  
the	  Common	  Core	  transi,on	  and	  helping	  students	  achieve	  
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CCSS	  ShiNs	  

In	  mathema,cs,	  there	  are	  three	  instruc,onal	  shiNs:	  

•  Focus	  strongly	  where	  the	  Standards	  focus	  	  

• Coherence:	  Think	  across	  grades,	  and	  link	  to	  major	  topics	  within	  grades	  	  

• Rigor:	  In	  major	  topics,	  pursue	  conceptual	  understanding,	  procedural	  skill	  and	  fluency,	  and	  
applica,on	  

In	  ELA/literacy,	  there	  are	  three	  instruc,onal	  shiNs:	  

• Building	  knowledge	  through	  content-‐rich	  nonfic,on	  and	  informa,onal	  texts	  	  

• Reading	  and	  wri,ng	  grounded	  in	  evidence	  from	  text	  	  

• Regular	  prac,ce	  with	  complex	  text	  and	  its	  academic	  vocabulary	  
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• PARCC	  sample	  item,	  grade	  7:	  

Anne’s	  family	  is	  driving	  to	  her	  uncle’s	  house.	  The	  family	  travels	  
383.5	  miles	  between	  10:15	  a.m.	  and	  4:45	  p.m.	  	  Anne	  tells	  her	  
family,	  "It's	  a	  good	  thing	  we	  traveled	  as	  fast	  as	  we	  did.	  If	  our	  rate	  
had	  been	  50	  miles	  per	  hour,	  we	  wouldn't	  have	  go_en	  to	  his	  house	  
un,l	  about…"	  

Fill	  in	  the	  blank	  to	  complete	  the	  following	  statement.	  	  

Connec,ons	  to	  Literacy	  
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Standards	  for	  Mathema,cal	  Prac,ce	  

• In	  addi,on	  to	  the	  content	  standards,	  the	  CCSS	  for	  mathema,cs	  
include	  8	  standards	  for	  mathema,cal	  prac,ce:	  

	  
1.  Make	  sense	  of	  problems	  and	  persevere	  in	  solving	  them.	  

2.  Reason	  abstractly	  and	  quan,ta,vely.	  

3.  Construct	  viable	  arguments	  and	  cri,que	  the	  reasoning	  of	  
others.	  

4.  Model	  with	  mathema,cs.	  	  

5.  Use	  appropriate	  tools	  strategically.	  	  

6.  A_end	  to	  precision.	  	  

7.  Look	  for	  and	  make	  use	  of	  structure.	  

8.  Look	  for	  and	  express	  regularity	  in	  repeated	  reasoning.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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• MP2:	  Reason	  abstractly	  and	  quan,ta,vely	  

“the	  ability	  to	  decontextualize—to	  abstract	  a	  given	  situa,on	  and	  
represent	  it	  symbolically	  and	  manipulate	  the	  represen,ng	  symbols	  
as	  if	  they	  have	  a	  life	  of	  their	  own,	  without	  necessarily	  a_ending	  to	  
their	  referents—and	  the	  ability	  to	  contextualize,	  to	  pause	  as	  
needed	  during	  the	  manipula,on	  process	  in	  order	  to	  probe	  into	  the	  
referents	  for	  the	  symbols	  involved.”	  

	  

Prac,ces	  2,	  3,	  and	  6	  
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• MP3:	  Construct	  viable	  arguments	  and	  cri,que	  the	  reasoning	  of	  
others	  

“They	  make	  conjectures	  and	  build	  a	  logical	  progression	  of	  
statements	  to	  explore	  the	  truth	  of	  their	  conjectures.”	  

“…to	  compare	  the	  effec,veness	  of	  two	  plausible	  arguments,	  
dis,nguish	  correct	  logic	  or	  reasoning	  from	  that	  which	  is	  flawed,	  
and—if	  there	  is	  a	  flaw	  in	  an	  argument—explain	  what	  it	  is.”	  

Prac,ces	  2,	  3,	  and	  6	  
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• MP6:	  	  A_end	  to	  Precision	  

“Mathema,cally	  proficient	  students	  try	  to	  communicate	  precisely	  
to	  others.	  They	  try	  to	  use	  clear	  defini,ons	  in	  discussion	  with	  
others	  and	  in	  their	  own	  reasoning.”	  

“In	  the	  elementary	  grades,	  students	  give	  carefully	  formulated	  
explana,ons	  to	  each	  other.	  By	  the	  ,me	  they	  reach	  high	  school	  
they	  have	  learned	  to	  examine	  claims	  and	  make	  explicit	  use	  of	  
defini,ons.”	  

Prac,ces	  2,	  3,	  and	  6	  
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Literacy	  in	  the	  CCSS 	  	  

• What	  does	  literacy	  in	  the	  mathema,cs	  classroom	  look	  and	  sound	  
like?	  

• How	  do	  the	  standards	  for	  mathema,cal	  prac,ce	  provide	  a	  
meaningful	  connec,on	  to	  the	  CCSS	  literacy	  expecta,ons?	  

• Anything	  that	  strengthens	  the	  literacy	  skills	  of	  students	  also	  
increases	  their	  ability	  to	  engage	  in	  math	  problem	  solving	  and	  
interact	  with	  their	  classmates	  around	  mathema,cal	  ideas.	  
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Main	  goal	  of	  the	  CCSS	  for	  ELA/Literacy	  

Students	  will	  read	  and	  understand	  
grade-‐level	  complex	  text	  
independently	  and	  proficiently	  and	  
express	  that	  understanding	  clearly	  
through	  wri,ng	  and	  speaking	  about	  
text.	  
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ShiN	  1:	  Informa,onal	  text	  

*Percentages	  apply	  across	  all	  courses	  
	  
Source:	  p.	  5	  of	  CCSS	  



11	  

ShiN	  2:	  Evidence	  

• CCSS	  focuses	  on	  gathering	  evidence:	  
–  Anchor	  Standard	  for	  Reading	  #1:	  Read	  closely	  to	  determine	  what	  the	  text	  says	  explicitly	  and	  
to	  make	  logical	  inferences	  from	  it;	  cite	  specific	  textual	  evidence	  when	  wri,ng	  or	  speaking	  to	  
support	  conclusions	  drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  

–  Anchor	  Standard	  for	  Wri,ng	  #9:	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  literary	  or	  informa,onal	  texts	  to	  
support	  analysis,	  reflec,on,	  and	  research.	  

• Text-‐dependent	  ques,ons	  and	  wri,ng-‐to-‐sources	  prompts	  hold	  students	  
accountable	  to	  understanding	  and	  responding	  to	  what	  they	  have	  read	  

• Why	  the	  shiN?	  
–  Need	  to	  spend	  more	  ,me	  inside	  the	  text,	  less	  ,me	  outside	  

–  Spending	  ,me	  inside	  the	  text	  puts	  all	  students	  on	  a	  level	  playing	  field	  

–  It	  is	  easier	  to	  talk	  about	  our	  experiences	  than	  to	  analyze	  the	  text	  
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ShiN	  3:	  Complex	  text	  

“Gary	  L.	  Williamson	  (2006)	  
found	  a	  350L	  (Lexile)	  gap	  
between	  the	  difficulty	  of	  end-‐
of-‐high	  school	  and	  college	  texts
—a	  gap	  equivalent	  to	  1.5	  
standard	  devia,ons	  and	  more	  
than	  the	  Lexile	  difference	  
between	  grade	  4	  and	  grade	  8	  
texts	  on	  the	  Na,onal	  
Assessment	  of	  Educa,onal	  
Progress	  (NAEP).”	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Source	  of	  graph:	  	  
“A	  Text	  Readability	  Con,nuum	  for	  Postsecondary	  
Readiness,”	  by	  Gary	  	  L.	  Williamson	  
h_p://www.eric.ed.gov/PDFS/EJ822324.pdf.	  
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Literacy	  ma_ers	  beyond	  just	  college	  

Quotes	  from	  research	  summary	  in	  Appendix	  A:	  

• Reading	  levels	  among	  the	  adult	  popula,on	  are	  also	  disturbingly	  low	  [.	  .	  .]	  14	  percent	  of	  
adults	  read	  prose	  texts	  at	  “below	  basic”	  level,	  meaning	  they	  could	  exhibit	  “no	  more	  than	  
the	  most	  simple	  and	  concrete	  literacy	  skills”;	  a	  similarly	  small	  number	  (13	  percent)	  could	  
read	  prose	  texts	  at	  the	  “proficient	  level.”	  

•  If	  students	  cannot	  read	  complex	  expository	  text	  to	  gain	  informa,on,	  they	  will	  likely	  turn	  to	  
text-‐free	  or	  text-‐light	  sources,	  such	  as	  video,	  podcasts,	  and	  tweets.	  These	  sources,	  while	  
not	  without	  value,	  cannot	  capture	  the	  nuance,	  subtlety,	  depth,	  or	  breadth	  of	  ideas	  
developed	  through	  complex	  text.	  

Conclusion:	  the	  ability	  to	  read	  complex	  texts	  is	  a	  prerequisite	  for	  
culture,	  ci>zenship,	  and	  employment	  opportuni>es.	  

Source: http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf   
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Text	  complexity	  chart	  (Appendix	  A	  revision)	  
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The	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  for	  Literacy	  in	  History/
Social	  Studies,	  Science,	  and	  Technical	  Subjects	  

From	  the	  introduc>on	  to	  the	  CCSS	  for	  ELA:	  
	  

“The	  Standards	  set	  requirements	  not	  only	  for	  English	  language	  arts	  (ELA)	  	  but	  also	  
for	  literacy	  in	  history/social	  studies,	  science,	  and	  technical	  subjects.	  	  Just	  as	  
students	  must	  learn	  to	  read,	  write,	  speak,	  listen,	  and	  use	  language	  effec,vely	  in	  a	  
variety	  of	  content	  areas,	  so	  too	  must	  the	  Standards	  specify	  the	  literacy	  skills	  and	  
understandings	  required	  for	  college	  and	  career	  readiness	  in	  mul,ple	  disciplines.	  “	  
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The	  CCSS	  for	  ELA	  on	  research	  

Anchor	  Standards	  for	  Reading	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.R.7	  Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  content	  presented	  in	  diverse	  media	  
and	  formats,	  including	  visually	  and	  quan,ta,vely,	  as	  well	  as	  in	  words.	  

Anchor	  Standards	  for	  Wri>ng:	  Research	  to	  Build	  and	  Present	  Knowledge	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.W.7	  Conduct	  short	  as	  well	  as	  more	  sustained	  research	  projects	  
based	  on	  focused	  ques,ons,	  demonstra,ng	  understanding	  of	  the	  subject	  under	  
inves,ga,on.	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.W.8	  Gather	  relevant	  informa,on	  from	  mul,ple	  print	  and	  digital	  
sources,	  assess	  the	  credibility	  and	  accuracy	  of	  each	  source,	  and	  integrate	  the	  informa,on	  
while	  avoiding	  plagiarism.	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.W.9	  Draw	  evidence	  from	  literary	  or	  informa,onal	  texts	  to	  
support	  analysis,	  reflec,on,	  and	  research.	  

	  



17	  

PARCC	  Model	  Content	  Frameworks	  on	  Research	  

Research	  project:	  The	  Model	  Content	  Frameworks	  give	  special	  prominence	  to	  
research	  tasks,	  reflec,ng	  	  the	  deep	  connec,on	  research	  has	  to	  building	  and	  
integra,ng	  knowledge	  while	  developing	  exper,se	  on	  various	  topics.	  When	  
possible,	  research	  should	  connect	  to	  texts	  selected	  for	  close	  readings,	  
requiring	  students	  to	  closely	  read	  and	  compare	  and	  synthesize	  ideas	  across	  
mul,ple	  texts.	  […]	  students	  are	  called	  on	  to	  present	  their	  findings	  in	  a	  
variety	  of	  modes.”	  
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The	  PARCC	  Research	  Simula,on	  Task	  

You	  have	  read	  three	  texts	  describing	  Amelia	  Earhart.	  All	  three	  include	  the	  
claim	  that	  Earhart	  was	  a	  brave,	  courageous	  person.	  The	  three	  texts	  are:	  

• “Biography	  of	  Amelia	  Earhart”	  

• “Earhart's	  Final	  Res,ng	  Place	  Believed	  Found”	  

• “Amelia	  Earhart’s	  Life	  and	  Disappearance”	  

Consider	  the	  argument	  each	  author	  uses	  to	  demonstrate	  Earhart’s	  bravery.	  

Write	  an	  essay	  that	  analyzes	  the	  strength	  of	  the	  arguments	  about	  Earhart’s	  
bravery	  in	  at	  least	  two	  of	  the	  texts.	  Remember	  to	  use	  textual	  evidence	  to	  
support	  your	  ideas.	  
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The	  CCSS	  and	  technology	  

Anchor	  Standards	  for	  Reading	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.R.7	  Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  content	  presented	  in	  diverse	  media	  
and	  formats,	  including	  visually	  and	  quan,ta,vely,	  as	  well	  as	  in	  words.	  

Anchor	  Standards	  for	  Wri>ng	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.W.6	  Use	  technology,	  including	  the	  Internet,	  to	  produce	  and	  
publish	  wri,ng	  and	  to	  interact	  and	  collaborate	  with	  others.	  

Anchor	  Standards	  for	  Speaking	  and	  Listening	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.SL.2	  Integrate	  and	  evaluate	  informa,on	  presented	  in	  diverse	  
media	  and	  formats,	  including	  visually,	  quan,ta,vely,	  and	  orally.	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.CCRA.SL.5	  Make	  strategic	  use	  of	  digital	  media	  and	  visual	  displays	  of	  
data	  to	  express	  informa,on	  and	  enhance	  understanding	  of	  presenta,ons.	  
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The	  CCSS	  and	  technology:	  keyboarding	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.W.K.6	  With	  guidance	  and	  support	  from	  adults,	  explore	  a	  
variety	  of	  digital	  tools	  to	  produce	  and	  publish	  wri,ng,	  including	  in	  
collabora,on	  with	  peers.	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.W.4.6	  With	  some	  guidance	  and	  support	  from	  adults,	  use	  
technology,	  including	  the	  Internet,	  to	  produce	  and	  publish	  wri,ng	  as	  well	  as	  
to	  interact	  and	  collaborate	  with	  others;	  demonstrate	  sufficient	  command	  of	  
keyboarding	  skills	  to	  type	  a	  minimum	  of	  one	  page	  in	  a	  single	  siwng.	  (5th	  
grade:	  2	  pages;	  6th	  grade:	  3	  pages)	  

• CCSS.ELA-‐Literacy.W.7.6	  Use	  technology,	  including	  the	  Internet,	  to	  produce	  
and	  publish	  wri,ng	  and	  link	  to	  and	  cite	  sources	  as	  well	  as	  to	  interact	  and	  
collaborate	  with	  others,	  including	  linking	  to	  and	  ci,ng	  sources.	  

	  



21	  

What	  does	  CCSS	  mean	  for	  media	  centers?	  

• More	  reading	  of	  authen,c,	  high-‐quality,	  published	  texts	  such	  as	  books,	  
periodicals,	  and	  journals	  (including	  literacy	  in	  specialized	  disciplines:	  primary	  
historical	  documents,	  scien,fic	  and	  technical	  texts)	  

• More	  interest	  in	  informa,onal	  text,	  especially	  narra,ve/literary	  nonfic,on.	  	  
Literary	  nonfic,on	  “Includes	  the	  subgenres	  of	  exposi,on,	  argument,	  and	  
func,onal	  text	  in	  the	  form	  of	  personal	  essays,	  speeches,	  opinion	  pieces,	  essays	  
about	  art	  or	  literature,	  biographies,	  memoirs,	  journalism,	  and	  historical,	  
scien,fic,	  technical,	  or	  economic	  accounts	  (including	  digital	  sources)	  wri_en	  for	  
a	  broad	  audience.”	  	  Examples:	  
–  The	  Immortal	  Life	  of	  Henrie1a	  Lacks	  

–  The	  Wordy	  Shipmates	  

–  Where	  Men	  Win	  Glory	  

–  The	  Violinist’s	  Thumb	  

• More	  research,	  with	  a	  need	  for	  high-‐quality,	  complex	  informa,onal	  sources	  
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What	  you	  can	  do	  this	  year	  to	  support	  the	  
transi,on	  

• Know	  the	  Standards!	  
–  www.corestandards.org	  (includes	  appendices	  with	  more	  info	  on	  text	  complexity	  and	  exemplar	  texts)	  

–  www.parcconline.org	  (PARCC	  informa,on	  and	  Model	  Content	  Frameworks)	  

• Become	  familiar	  with	  how	  Tennessee	  is	  suppor,ng	  teachers	  in	  this	  transi,on	  
on	  www.tncore.org:	  Summer	  training	  materials,	  sample	  units	  and	  tasks,	  
resources	  on	  text	  complexity	  and	  text-‐dependent	  ques,ons,	  and	  much	  more!	  

• Update	  your	  collec,ons:	  
–  Student	  collec,on:	  Review	  for	  nonfic,on/fic,on	  balance	  and	  text	  complexity;	  begin	  taking	  ac,on	  to	  
turn	  your	  collec,ons	  over	  to	  include	  more	  complex	  text	  and	  nonfic,on	  across	  disciplines—especially	  
high	  interest,	  narra,ve/literary	  nonfic,on.	  	  	  

–  Professional	  library:	  Common	  Core	  resources	  for	  teachers	  
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What	  you	  can	  do	  this	  year	  

• Talk	  to	  principals	  and	  teachers	  about	  what	  you	  have	  to	  offer	  in	  
terms	  of	  texts	  and	  resources	  and	  why	  you	  are	  an	  important	  
part	  of	  this	  transi,on	  

• Tap	  into	  exis,ng	  resources	  such	  as	  Tennessee	  Electronic	  Library	  
and	  tell	  teachers	  about	  them	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  gewng	  more	  
students	  doing	  research:	  every	  grade,	  mul,ple	  ,mes	  per	  
course	  
– Home	  page:	  www.tntel.info	  	  

– Common	  Core	  resources	  page:	  h_p://tntel.tnsos.org/curricular.htm	  
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Ques,ons?	  

• tncore.ques,ons@tn.gov	  



Thank	  you!	  

Lior	  Klirs	  
Coordinator	  of	  English	  Language	  Arts	  
Content	  and	  Resources	  
Tennessee	  Department	  of	  Educa,on	  	  
lior.klirs@tn.gov	  

David	  Williams	  
Coordinator	  of	  Math	  Content	  and	  
Resources	  
Tennessee	  Department	  of	  Educa,on	  	  
david.s.williams@tn.gov	  	  


